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and work full peace by the might that God would give me.
Now I shrank not from my cost whilst there was unpeace
among you ;   now have I, with God's help, removed it at my
own cost.    Then was I told that we were threatened with
more harm than pleased us ;   and then went I myself into
Denmark,  with the men that went with me, from whence
most harm came to you ;   and that have I with God's help
ensured that never henceforth should war come to you from
thence whilst ye rightly hold to me, and my life lasteth.   Now
I thank God Almighty for his help and mercy, that I have so
allayed the great harms that threatened us,  that we need
expect  from thence no harm, but rather full support and
deliverance if need be.   Now I will that we all reverently thank
God Almighty for the mercy that he has wrought for our
help.    Now I beseech my archbishops and all my suffragan
bishops that they all be attentive about God's right, every
one in his district which is committed to him ;   and also my
ealdormen I command that they help the bishops in maintain-
ing God's rights and my royal authority and the weal of all
the people.    If any be so bold, clerk or lay, Dane or English,
as to go against God's law and against my royal authority,
or against secular law, and be unwilling to make amends, and
to   alter  according  to  my  bishops'   teaching,   then   I  pray
Thurcyl my carl, and also command him, that he bend that
unrighteous one to right if he can ;   if he cannot, then will
I  that he with the strength of us both destroy him in the
land or drive him out of the land, be he of great account or
small ;   and also I command all my reeves, by my friendship
and by all that they own, and by their own life, that they
everywhere hold my people rightly and judge right judgments
by the shire bishops' witness, and do such mercy therein as
the shire bishop thinks right, and as may be allowed ;   and if
any harbour a thief, or come forward to protect him, be he
answerable to me as the thief should, unless he can clear him-
self towards me with full' purgation.    And  I will that all
people, clerk and lay, hold fast Edgar's law, which all men have
chosen and sworn to at Oxford, for that all the bishops say
that it right deeply offends God, that a man break oaths or
pledges ;   and likewise they further teach us that we should
with all might and main, alike seek, love, and worship the
eternal merciful God, and eschew all unrighteousness ;   that
is, slaying of kinsmen, and murder, and perjury, and witch-